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SYMPHONIC

BAND

INFERNO

ement From THE DIVINE COMEDY

PBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)

pvement work based on Dante Alighieri’s literary classic of the
trilogy is very basic: One day Dante finds himself lost in a dark
gm the revered Roman poet, appears and rescues him. Virgil

pof Hell and Purgatory. Dante, having confessed his faults, and
Mato Paradise and attains a glimpse of the face of God.

pmovernents in The Divine Comedy. Dante’s vision of hell consists
) Imto four categories of sin. The principal theme behind the liter-
retribution. In other words, man's eternal damnation in Hell

it and weight of his sin on earth.

is divided into four sections. The opening melodic statement
“Wncontinence.” As Dante finishes his relatively short journey
mo,” he is confronted with the Wall of Dis (the gate into Hell).

d the sins of “violence” with its incredibly intense storms and
fraud" follow the violent sinners. The composer used the sin
formation of this section of the musical work. Dante
endlessly in a circle, clothed in coats of lead, which represent

P features the sins of “treacherous fraud.” As Dante enters this
biast of a bugle. "Not even Roland’s horn, which followed on
thad lost his holy army, was as dread as this.” Dante and Virgil
hefl by giants who are constantly pelted with boits of thunder.
axe confronted with the sight of Dis (Lucifer) whose three
Brutus, and Cassius. Dante and Virgil climb down the flanks
lisphere, leaving the fiery world of "The Inferno” behind.
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THE INFERNO

by the JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY BAND, Hurrisonburg,

(from the “Divine Comedy”)

ROBERT W. SMIT
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